
Block of the Month for January 2011
SCRAP INSANITY – JACOBS LADDER

Inspired by the Bible (Genesis 28: 11-22), the Jacobs Ladder block was commonly used by women who read their Bible each day.  It is a simple nine patch quilt block made up of four patch squares and half square triangles.  Variations in color placement have given the block other names such as ‘Road to California’ and ‘Stepping Stones’ among other names.  Typically done in two highly contrasting colors, the block easily lends itself to a scrappy block.
There are 28 pieces to this block and it will finish to 12 1/2" square.
FABRIC:


Background – white.  Cut 10 squares 2 1/2" and 4 squares 5 1/2”.

Scraps – you will need 14 different fabrics.  This block will look best using a variety of medium and dark fabrics.  Cut 10 squares 2 1/2" and 4 squares 5 1/2".
ASSEMBLY:
Half square triangles

Draw a diagonal line on the wrong side of 5 1/2" background pieces.

Match a background piece and a scrap with right sides together.  Stitch ¼” from both sides of the diagonal line.  Cut apart on the drawn line.  Press seams toward the scrap.  Trim to 4 1/2".
Note:  You will have 4 left over half square triangles.
Four patch

Using the 2 1/2" squares, match a background with each of the scraps and sew together.  Press the seam toward the scrap.  
Combine two of the units to form the four patch unit.  

Finishing

Layout the half square triangle and four patch units as shown in the diagram at the top to complete your block.  Your finished block should measure 12 ½” square.

Having problems with the block?  We are here to help.

Cathe, Darilyn, & Kathy

